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intellectual methods, as the most sceptical and
atheistic of our modern physicists and historians ;
and, if he sees in the universe anything more
than they do, he conceives that he does so simply
from using their methods better. And yet this
man, some seventeen years ago, could declare, in
the face of all that his guides were teaching him,
and appealing to no source of knowledge but
such as they would recognise, that a personal
Grod exists, that man's soul is immortal, and
that Christ was miraculously deputed to lead
that soul to its salvation. This man, too, was
not one of the ignorant. He was a trained
scholar and critic, a diligent student of the dis-
coveries and the speculations of his epoch, and
so far as intellect and moral influence went, he
was evidently to be ranked amongst the foremost
of his contemporaries. To minds of a certain
class this will now seem hard to realise. The
late Professor Clifford, for instance, during the
closing years of his life, would have looked on
the author's position as logically inconceivable.
None the less it was his, and not his only ; it
was substantially the position also, as abundant
evidence shows, of nearly all the earnest thinkers
in England, who having discarded, at the bid-